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- USSR vhich may tend to preclude or to facilitate attempted
‘coricealed underground nuclear tests. Such an enluuon, tor '
'e:m:ple 3 would define and plot the following ru.ctornz .

MEMORANDUM FOR: Asaistant Director/Research and Begorta

FROM: Assistant Director/Scientific Intellisonce -

SUBJECT: Request for Qeographic Study of tha m
of Areas Most Susceptible and Least =
Susceptible to Attempted COncoal.ed‘
Underground Nuclear Teats :

S  25X1A9a
1. This memo confirms a conversation between?of e
your office ard _af this office 22 June 1 | 25X1A9a . -

2. As vart of thie Agency's supwurt to current negotiationl
for & controlled nurlear test moratori'm, we are required. o
advise the Inter-Agency Working Group on Disarmament, as well as
interested Adviscry Punels of the President's Sclence Adﬂnory
Comuittee, on the support U. 8. intelligence can provide in the’
detection and identification of ccrzenled underground nuclear
tests.

3. Currently an effort is being mude to determine the U. 8.
policy position on the Scviet prupossl that a quota of on-site
inspections be allowed each side annually to investigate
unidentified seismic events suspi:iouvs of be1n¢ concea.led, \mder-
ground nuclear explosions. S 3 i

" k. One obvious contribution tha* U. S. intelligence can ma.ke
to this determination, as well as to the subsequent administration
of any such quota system, is an evaluation of the areas in the

a. Populatior density
b. 8&alt domes or thick-vedded oalt to_ tioni :
¢c. Climate (to include perma-frost u'au a.nd cronnd L
water problems) By
d. Vast marsh areas and other areas vhere nnclecr w e
. test logistice may be iwxpracticable R
e, Mining areas and deep, abandoned tmncls -
Deep lakes '
g, Officially closed areas
h. Seismic and sseismic areas.
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S.  We anticipate further study of this problcnny rcnsl( ’
ad.ditioml factors. =

6. It 1s requested that a preliuinary msmphic pmmtat:l.on o
of such factors be prepared for use 1 July 1959, and that a more. =~
detailed study of this problem be boration with =~
this office on a long term basis. Wor this- orrice25X‘|A9a
(ext. 2T17) is available to assist your Geographic Division in
this matter.

25X1A9a
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